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SUBJECT: PERU DISPLAYS STRENGTH AT INDEPENDENCE DAY MILITARY 
PARADE 

REF: IR 6 876 0141 74 (NOTAL) 

1 . REFERENCED IR REPORTED ON JULY 29 INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE 
DURING WHICH PERUVIAN ARMED FORCES DISPLAYED THEIR STRENGTH AND 
LATEST ACQUISISTIONS. ACCORDING TO PERUVIAN IMES, THIS WAS 

"AN UNPRECEDENTED PARADE OP MANPOWER AND WEAPONS." 

2. PERU EXHIBITED POR PIRST TIME 54 SOVIET T-55 TANKS LEADING 
THE EMBASSY TO REVISE UPWARDS ITS ESTIMATE OF SOVIET TANKS IN 
PERU. WE NOW BELIEVE THAT PERU HAS ABOUT 150 SUCH TANKS, MOST 
OP WHICH ARE LOCATED NEAR AREQUIPA. THERE ARE UNCONFIRMED 
REPORTS THAT PERU MAY HAVE BOUGHT AS MANY AS 220 SOVIET TANKS. 
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MISSILES OF POSSIBLY SWEDISH ORIGIN PROVED TO BE THE MAJOR 
SURPRISE OF THE PARADE. UP UNTIL THE PARADE, THE EMBASSY DID 
NOT KNOW ABOUT THE EXISTENCE OF THESE SAMS. 

4. COMMENT: THE PERUVIAN ARMED FORCES MARCHED WELL DEMONSTRATING 

DISCIPLINE AND STRENGTH. THEY ALSO PROVED THAT THEY KNOW HOW 

TO KEEP A SECRET. THE MILGOV CLEARLY WANTED TO 

FLEX ITS MUSCLES IN ORDER TO SHOW A PROUD ARMED FORCES ABLE TO 

COW DOMESTIC OPPONENTS AND DETER WOULD-BE FOREIGN ENEMIES. 

DEAN 
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